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Mission Statement

At Pear Tree Primary School we believe that the essential aim of Sex and Relationships
Education should be to provide pupils with the knowledge and skills to enable them to make
informed and responsible choices in later life, emphasising the benefits of a healthy lifestyle.

We believe that Sex and Relationships Education should contribute to promoting the spiritual,
moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at school and of society and
preparing pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.

We also believe that Sex and Relationships Education should be taught within a climate of trust,
respect and appropriate confidentiality, in which pupils and adults feel able to talk openly and
honestly.

Pear Tree Primary School nurtures every child to enable them to achieve beyond expectations
and develop into confident individuals with a lifelong love of learning, equipped with the skills
they need to thrive in a rapidly changing world.

Our Vision

Pear Tree Primary School nurtures every child to enable them to achieve beyond expectations,
develop into confident individuals with a lifelong love of learning and equipped with the skills they
need to thrive in a rapidly changing world.

Our Values

Community - achieving the best outcomes for each child through effective partnerships and
collaboration between pupils, staff, parents and the wider community.

Honesty — acting with integrity at all times and supporting children to develop a strong moral
code to be able to make informed choices, become active citizens and make positive
contributions to society.

Resilience - equipping children with the skills and attitudes to become creative and independent
thinkers with positive models of enquiry, reflection, challenge and innovation, in order to become
learners for life within an ever-changing world.

Individuality - supporting every child to achieve their potential in all areas of learning — social,
intellectual, physical, emotional and spiritual, whilst recognising and celebrating individual
differences.

Tolerance - promoting attitudes of care, tolerance, trust, collaboration and respect among the
children, within the school and within the local and wider, global community.

Success Criteria
Children are emotionally, socially, spiritually and intellectually robust.
A supportive culture of caring, confidence and individuality is evident.

Children consistently achieve or exceed individual expectations.



OUR SCHOOL LEAVERS WILL BE:

e Highly-skilled and imaginative learners, thinking critically and reflectively
e Masters of the basic skills in all areas of learning
o Confident, independent and resilient learners for life
e Caring, respectful individuals with good social skills
* Respectful of cultural and religious diversity and value their local and national community
e Confident and morally strong
e Secure in their own set of personal values and guiding principles.
Aims

The aims of Sex Education and Relationships (SRE) at our school are to:

> To provide a secure, sensitive and caring framework where learning and discussion can take
place.

2 To provide information which is easy to understand, relevant and appropriate for the needs,
age and maturity of the pupils.

> Encourage the use of correct vocabulary.
2 To foster self-worth and awareness, together with a sense of moral responsibility.

2 To help the children to acquire and practice important life skills such as critical thinking,
decision making, communication and assertiveness.

> To ensure that sex education is available to all children regardless of gender, ability, cultural
or religious background in line with the schools policy on equal opportunities.

Statutory Requirements

As a primary academy school we must provide relationships education to all pupils as per
section 34 of the Children and Social work Act 2017.

We do not have to follow the National Curriculum but we are expected to offer all pupils a
curriculum that is similar to the National Curriculum including requirements to teach science
which would include the elements of sex education contained in the science curriculum.

In teaching SRE, we are required by our funding agreements to have regard to guidance issued
by the secretary of state as outlined in section 403 of the Education Act 1996.

At Pear Tree Primary School we teach SRE as set out in this policy.

4. Definition

SRE is about the emotional, social and cultural development of pupils, and involves learning
about relationships, healthy lifestyles, diversity and personal identity.

SRE involves a combination of sharing information, and exploring issues and values.

SRE is not about the promotion of sexual activity.

5. Curriculum

Our curriculum is set out as per Appendix 1 but we may need to adapt it as and when
necessary. SRE is taught as part of our PSHE curriculum.



If pupils ask questions outside the scope of this policy, teachers will respond in an appropriate
manner so they are fully informed and don’t seek answers online.

Primary sex education will focus on:
> Preparing boys and girls for the changes that adolescence brings
> How a baby is conceived and born
For more information about our curriculum, see our curriculum map in Appendix 1.

6. Delivery of SRE

SRE is taught within the personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education curriculum.
Biological aspects of SRE are taught within the science curriculum, and other aspects are
included in religious education (RE).

Pupils also receive stand-alone sex education sessions delivered by a trained health
professional.

Relationships education focuses on teaching the fundamental building blocks and characteristics
of positive relationships including:

> Families and people who care for me
2 Caring friendships
> Respectful relationships
2 Online relationships
> Being safe
For more information about our SRE curriculum, see Appendices 1and 2.

These areas of learning are taught within the context of family life taking care to ensure that
there is no stigmatisation of children based on their home circumstances (families can include
single parent families, LGBT parents, families headed by grandparents, adoptive parents, foster
parents/carers amongst other structures) along with reflecting sensitively that some children may
have a different structure of support around them (for example: looked after children or young
carers).

Inclusion

At Pear Tree, we teach SRE to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. SRE
forms part of the school's curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all
children. Through our SRE teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to
make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational
needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as
an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. For further details, see
separate policies: Special Educational Needs; Disability Discrimination; Gifted and Talented
Children; English as an Additional Language (EAL). We enable all pupils to have access to the
full range of activities involved in SRE.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone's responsibility. Everyone who
comes into contact with children and their families and carers has a role to play in safeguarding
children. In order to fulfil this responsibility effectively, all practitioners in this school make sure
their approach is child centred. This means that we consider, at all times, what is in the best
interests of the child.



No single practitioner can have a full picture of a child’s needs and circumstances. If children and
families are to receive the right help at the right time, everyone who comes into contact with them
has a role to play in identifying concerns, sharing information and taking prompt action. Through
our day-to-day contact with pupils and direct work with families, staff take notice of indicators of
possible abuse or neglect and consult with Children's Services in Cheshire East (or in
neighbouring authorities dependent upon the child’s area of residence). We recognise that we
form part of the wider safeguarding system for children. This responsibility also means that we are
aware of the behaviour of staff in the school; we maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’
where safeguarding is concerned.

As part of our SRE curriculum we aim to not only raise children’s awareness of positive
relationships within the community, family, school and with their peers, but by doing so alert
children to relationships that may be harmful. SRE is taught as part of PSHE and KIVA (in key
stage 2).

Peer on Peer abuse definition:

‘Children can abuse other children. This is generally referred to as peer on peer abuse and can
take many forms. This can include (but is not limited to) bullying (including cyberbullying); sexual
violence and sexual harassment; physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair
pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm; sexting and initiating/hazing type violence and
rituals.’

NSPCC helpline 0800 136 663 (see the safeguarding section of the website for more details and
support).

Roles and Responsibilities

The Governors’ Board
The Governors’ Board will approve the SRE policy, and hold the Head Teacher to account for its
implementation.
The Head Teacher
The Head Teacher is responsible for ensuring that SRE is taught consistently across the school,
and for managing requests to withdraw pupils from [non-science] components of SRE (see
section 8).
Staff
Staff are responsible for:

2 Delivering SRE in a sensitive way

2 Modelling positive attitudes to SRE

> Monitoring progress

> Responding to the needs of individual pupils

> Responding appropriately to pupils whose parents wish them to be withdrawn from the [non-
science] components of SRE

Staff do not have the right to opt out of teaching SRE. Staff who have concerns about teaching
SRE are encouraged to discuss this with the head teacher.

All teaching staff are responsible for teaching SRE. Mrs Debbie Swallow is the lead for SRE and
PSHE in school.



Pupils

Pupils are expected to engage fully in SRE and, when discussing issues related to SRE, treat
others with respect and sensitivity.

Parents’ Right to Withdraw
Parents do not have the right to withdraw their children from relationships education.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from the [non-science] components of sex
education within SRE.

Requests for withdrawal should be put in writing using the form found in Appendix 3 of this policy
and addressed to the head teacher.

Alternative work will be given to pupils who are withdrawn from sex education.
Training

The head teacher will also invite visitors from outside the school, such as school nurses or
sexual health professionals, to provide support and training to staff teaching SRE.

Monitoring arrangements
The delivery of SRE is monitored by Debbie Swallow through:
- Monitoring of long term planning
- Providing high quality materials for teachers to plan from and adapt.
- Members of the Senior Leadership team will monitor through learning walks.

Pupils’ development in SRE is monitored by class teachers as part of our internal assessment
systems.

This policy will be reviewed by Beth Addis bi-annually. At every review, the policy will be
approved by the governing board and the head teacher.
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Appendix 3: Parent form: withdrawal from sex education within SRE

TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENTS

Name of child Class
Name of parent Date

Reason for withdrawing from sex education within Sex Education and Relationships

Any other information you would like the school to consider

Parent signature

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE SCHOOL

Agreed actions
from discussion
with parents
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